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Dear Families, 

 

Improving Student Achievement 

Black History and Heritage Month 

February is Black History and Heritage Month.  Black Innovation is the theme of this year’s Black 

History and Heritage Month for the LKDSB.  Teachers will be engaging in ongoing age and grade 

appropriate conversations with their students and in broader conversations as we attempt to deepen our 

collective understanding about Black History and continue our journey to champion anti-oppressive 

education.  Everyone has a responsibility in creating a more inclusive, safe and welcoming world.  

Please visit www.lkdsb.net for more information and resources.   

 

Narrative Writing 

Students from Grades 1-8 have recently begun to work on the narrative form of writing and will 

continue to do so throughout the months of February, March and part of April.  A narrative can be 

written either as a fictional or non-fictional piece which entertains the reader by telling a story.  It 

progresses sequentially, includes characters, is usually written in the past tense, has a setting, a plot, and 

contains dialogue and descriptive language. 

 

FDK Communication of Learning and Grade 1-8 Term One Report Cards 

The FDK Communication of Learning and the Term 1 Report Cards for students in Grades 1-8 will be 

sent home on Friday, February 17.  Parents/guardians are asked to please sign the appropriate portion of 

the report card, if applicable and return it to the school where it will be filed in the student’s Ontario 

Student Record (OSR).  Parents/guardians will also notice that the Term 1 Report Card for students in 

Grades 1-8 will contain marks or letter grades, comments, and learning skills for most subject areas.  

Please note that not all strands or subject areas will be marked and commented on this term, but will 

follow the required reporting schedule.  Should you wish to discuss your child(ren)’s progress, please do 

not hesitate to contact their teacher(s) directly to arrange.  The FDK Communication of Learning will 

see the four frames of 1) Belonging and Contributing 2) Self-Regulation and Well-Being  

3) Demonstrating Literacy and Mathematics Behaviours 4) Problem Solving and Innovating commented 

on in terms of the student’s key learning, growth in learning and next steps in learning. 

 

Key Learning – refers to the most important or significant skills and/or understandings (knowledge) 

that the child has demonstrated during the reporting period, in relation to the overall expectations. 

 

Growth in Learning – refers to the positive developments in learning that the child has demonstrated 

over the reporting period, in relation to the overall expectations. 

 

Next Steps in Learning – refers to ways in which the child can move forward in developing knowledge 

and skills, in relation to the overall expectations, both at school and at home. 

 

Character Trait  

Our character trait for the month of February is “Honesty”.  Honesty means that we are trustworthy, 

sincere, and truthful. 
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JK/SK Registration for 2023-2024 

Since JK/SK registration for the 2023-2024 school year will take place on Thursday, February 2, 2023 

from 4:00-7:00 p.m. and on Friday, February 3, 2023 from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. we would appreciate it 

if you contacted the school to inform us of any age appropriate students (JK – Students born in 2019 & 

SK – Students born in 2018) residing in Grand Bend P.S.’s attendance catchment area that are planning 

to attend Grand Bend P.S. in September 2023 for the first time.  This will help us with our planning 

purposes for the upcoming 2023-2024 school year.  Please note that current Grand Bend P.S. JK/SK 

students do not need to re-register.  We are encouraging families (new JK/SK students only) to 

come to Grand Bend P.S. to register their child(ren) on one of these days.  This is a special event for 

parents/guardians to register their child(ren) for Kindergarten.  It is also a great opportunity for 

parents/guardians and children to learn more about school together.  More information and the online 

registration portion of the Kindergarten Registration process can be found at 

www.lkdsb.net/kindergarten.  Please bring a printed copy of the online registration form, original 

documentation showing proof of age for the child(ren) being registered (e.g., Birth certificate or 

proof of Canadian Citizenship or Residency Status (if applicable), and Proof of Residency (e.g., 

utility or tax bill, lease/rental agreement, etc.  Note: Cell phone bills are not acceptable for 

registration purposes.  These items must be presented at the time of registration in order for your 

child(ren) to be “officially” registered and able to begin school in September 2023. 

 

School Council News 

Our next School Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 7 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 109A at 

Grand Bend P.S.  All Grand Bend P.S. parents/guardians are welcome and are encouraged to attend.  

The minutes from our previous meeting are attached. 

 

Parental Involvement 

How Parents Can Get Involved?  Parents can get involved in their child(ren)’s education by 

communicating regularly with the school, helping their child(ren) at home, attending school events, 

volunteering, and/or by participating in the decision-making process.  Research shows that “Family 

participation in education is TWICE as predictive of students’ academic success as family 

socioeconomic status.”  “School aged children spend 70% of their waking hours outside of school.”  

Parents can strengthen their child(ren)’s literacy skills by discussing ideas and sharing points of view, 

and by engaging your child(ren) in conversations that encourage them to share their thoughts and 

opinions. 

 

Bullying 

At Grand Bend P.S. we do our best to prevent, and act on bullying behaviours.  During class time 

teachers discuss with their students ‘the bully’, ‘the bullied’, and ‘the bystander’ and what can and is 

being done about it.  It has been brought to my attention that there are occasions when students forget 

these lessons outside of the school setting.  We are asking parents/guardians to please review with your 

child(ren) the importance of having ‘Good Character’ and not ‘picking on’ or essentially ‘bullying’ a 

peer out on the streets, on the internet and/or via social media.  Students need to realize that constant 

‘teasing’ becomes hurtful and is NOT funny.  “Put myself in their shoes.  Would I like it?” is something 

they can be asking themselves.  Here is some information to help to have open discussions with your 

child(ren) about bullying. 
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The following information comes from “The Canadian Safe Schools Institute” 

 

Why Do Kids Bully? 

“Kids bully to get attention, to feel powerful or to make themselves feel better if they are feeling angry, 

sad or unaccepted.  In fact, many kids who bully were once victims of bullying!  Many of the most 

violent acts that have taken place in our schools are carried out by students who were once bullied! 

When kids bully, they feel important and powerful because, when they bully, they often get the attention 

of other students.  Kids who bully may have never learned how to deal with conflict peacefully – they  

may come from families where everyone deals with each other by shouting, name calling or hurting each 

other physically. 

Fortunately kids who bully can learn to change their behaviour.  They need the help, understanding, and 

patience of caring adults to counsel them and teach them strategies for dealing with their negative 

feelings.  Kids who bully and who don’t get help usually grow up to be adults who bully.  They may 

bully people they work with, their husbands or wives and/or their children.” 

 

Practical Strategies for Parents 

 

Dealing with Bullying – Everybody Has a Role to Play 

Unfortunately there will probably always be students who bully others.  Even adults get bullied!  This 

doesn’t mean that we should give up on trying to stop bullying.  We can all learn, kids, and adults, how 

to deal with those who bully and protect ourselves. 

It's important for the rest of us to remember that those who bully look for people who they know will be 

easily upset or who they know won’t stand up to them.  To make bullying stop we must first learn when 

and how we can stand up for ourselves and when and how to get help. 

 

At the same time, kids who bully need help and support to learn how to deal with their anger and change 

their behaviour.  If we all play our part – those who bully, those who are bullied, bystanders and adults – 

we can make a huge difference in how often bullying happens. 

• Avoid giving advice such as telling your child to fight back against the child bullying them or do 

something to get even.  This behaviour only increases the likelihood that bullying will continue.  

It might even escalate it.  Your child could get hurt or hurt someone else. 

• Instead teach your child to identify bullying behaviour and what to do about it. 

• Work with them on assertiveness skills and teach them when and how to take a stand against 

bullying (calmly not aggressively) and/or when and how to get help. 

• Talk to them about why kids bully. 

 

Mental Wellness 

Student mental health continues to be a top priority.  Students and/or parents/guardians should contact 

the school or staff if supports are required.  Some mental health resources and supports can be found on 

the LKDSB website at www.lkdsb.net.  School Mental Health Ontario also has a number of great 

resources for students, parents and families on their website at www.smho.smso.ca.   

 

Kids Help Phone 

Did you know that Kids Help Phone is a 24/7 free, anonymous and confidential service for children and 

youth, 20 years or age and under.  They offer both phone counselling and web counselling (post a 

question, get a reply) on various topics such as bullying, violence and abuse, emotional and physical 

health, family peer relations, dating, sexual orientation, money and jobs.  Check it out for yourself today.  

The toll-free Kids Help phone number is 1-800-668-6868 and the website is www.kidshelpphone.ca.  

You can also text CONNECT to 686868.   

 

http://www.lkdsb.net/
http://www.smho.smso.ca/
http://www.kidshelpphone.ca/


 

 

Winter Safety 

This is just a reminder that students are not allowed to go off of the tarmac when at school if they do not 

have boots and snow pants when there is snow on the ground.  This avoids them sitting in wet clothing 

for the rest of the day and/or phone calls home for dry clothing.  The playground equipment continues to 

remain closed for the winter.  As a result, children are not to play on the equipment. 

 

Children should be reminded regularly about snow safety, for example: 

 

• Not sticking their tongue on metal, not walking on or near the roadway, skin exposure, not 

tunneling under a pile of snow, not throwing snow, not kicking snow, not walking/playing on icy 

patches and/or playing on snow hills that form. 

 

Parent/Guardian Reminders 

Please call the school if your child(ren) is/are going to be absent from school for any reason.  Notes 

written in your child(ren)’s planner(s) do not always get transposed to the attendance, and therefore to 

the office.  Thank you.  Parents/guardians are also reminded that Grand Bend P.S. is a “Nut Aware” 

school.  Items containing nut products must not be sent to school.  Please continue to check the labels 

regularly to ensure the ingredients are safe.  Thank you for your efforts in helping to ensure everyone’s 

safety. 

 

Grade 8 parents/guardians are reminded that important option sheet deadlines are quickly 

approaching. NLSS Grade 9 Option Sheets are due by no later than Friday, February 10. 

 

Student Drop-Off and Pickup – Thank you for driving with extreme care and courtesy, and for helping 

to ensure the safety of our students.  Parents/guardians are also reminded to be respectful of and 

courteous towards other drivers while in the drop-off and parking lot areas.  Thank you. 

 

Pediculosis 

As the weather and temperatures continue to fluctuate, and students are wearing coats, hats and mitts we 

feel that it is important to remind parents/guardians to check your child(ren) regularly (2 to 3 times per 

week) for head lice and nits.  Catching them early is the key to limiting the spread within your 

household and at school.  If head lice are found on a student at school, a letter is send home with 

students in that class to alert parents/guardians that the condition is present.  Students with nits (eggs) 

and/or live lice must be treated with a head lice shampoo.  Additional information on head lice is 

available from the school office should you require it.  We remind parents/guardians to please notify the 

office if their child(ren) has/have nits and/or lice so that we can try and limit and prevent the spread. 

 

Daily COVID-19 School Screening 

You are encouraged to continue using the online COVID-19 Screening Tool for Children in School and 

Child Care which can be found at https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/ each day prior to sending 

your child(ren) to school.  You must follow the recommendation(s) on what you are to do next.  Thank 

you for doing your part to help keep everyone healthy. 

 

If your child(ren) has/have any symptoms of COVID-19 or if they are ill, they should NOT attend 

school.  You are asked to follow the advice and direction(s) provided to you by the screening tool.  

Anyone who is sick should protect their community by staying home. 

 

Anyone who is feeling sick or has any symptoms of illness, including those not listed in this 

screening tool, should stay home and seek assessment from their health care provider if needed. 

 

 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/


 

 

We thank you in advance for your daily assistance with this important process and for doing your part to 

help keep everyone safe and healthy. 

 

Bus Information 

Our school is located in Zone 1.  Please listen to your local radio station or check 

www.schoolbusinfo.com for bus cancellations. 

 

PA Day and Family Day 

There is a scheduled PA Day on Friday, February 3 and Family Day is on Monday, February 20.  As a 

result, there will be no school on these days. 

 

Should you have any questions and/or concerns, please contact the school. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mr. A. Parnham 

Principal 
 

http://www.schoolbusinfo.com/

